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A
Joyful Christmas
 And
 Prosperous New Year
is our prayer from the staff and children at Hosanna.
Christmas Gifts are arriving for the children.  Thanks to all who have been so thoughtful to remember Hosanna and our ministries at Christmas.  Perhaps the most versatile gift for the children is gift cards from Target or Wal-Mart.  For those who are still pondering a gift, please consider the gift card which you can mail to Hosanna.
Year-end financial donations are always a critical issue at this time of year.  For those who focus on year-end giving, please don’t forget Hosanna’s needs.  Our ministry to children and their families survive on the gifts of those who partner with us.  Please remember that most churches encourage you to donate through your church by designating your donation to Hosanna Homes, 9998 Crow Canyon Rd., Castro Valley, CA 94552.
Volunteers are needed in the ten counties where Hosanna is licensed to operate as a foster family agency.  We need volunteers for two purposes:  1) Contact churches for opportunities for a Hosanna staff person to present the ministry of foster care to a congregation; 2) Distribute Lucky Store S.H.A.R.E. cards to individuals that shop at Lucky or SaveMax.
Six Bedroom Home on Crow Canyon Roadin Castro Valley is available for a family to rent that would consider ministering to the needs of children or other ministry purpose.  Interested parties should call Verne Teyler 510-329-8100.
Parent Project classes at Neighborhood Church, Castro Valley begin on Wednesdays, January 4, 2012 from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m.  For more information, please go towww.HosannaParentProject.org   or register atwww.ParentProject.com.  These classes are for parents with children of any age; although the primary material is prepared for parents who are dealing with strong-willed or destructive children.  Don’t wait to deal with issues of strong-will in a teen-ager.  Avoid the problems and pain before your child develops undesirable habits at the teen-aged level!! LEARN PARENTING SKILLS EARLY AND AVOID BEHAVIORAL PROBLEMS IN YOUR CHILDREN OR GRANDCHILDREN.
International Student Host Homes for high school students are needed for the academic year 2012/2013.  This is significantly different than caring for foster children, since these foreign children come to the United States not over behavioral issues but for academic pursuits.  If you have ever considered doing a foreign exchange student activity, this is similar except this is not a volunteer arrangement but has the additional benefit that you are paid monthly for providing the home care.  Scott Chen, Host Home Manager, will be happy to discuss this opportunity at 510-538-8117ext104.
Lucky S.H.A.R.E. cards will multiply your support to Hosanna by 3% of your grocery purchases.  Yep, it costs you nothing to participate since Lucky Supermarkets and FoodMaxx stores provide the funds, based upon the amount you purchase.  You just need to remember to swipe the card each time you purchase at a Lucky or Save Mart Supermarkets.  Let’s make it simple.  Just hit the reply on newsletter message with a “SHARE card please” and we’ll get a card to you immediately.  Please don’t feel that you don’t shop that frequently at one of these stores, so you won’t bother us.  Small amounts in large numbers are effectively the same as large amounts in small numbers.  SEE, YOU ARE IMPORTANT IN OUR HOSANNA WORLD!  Thanks for your consideration and help.
An Africa Short Term Mission Trip is being considered as a Hosanna outreach to visit orphanages and medical facilities.   For those who might be interested in participating in such an adventure, we would love your input.  Obviously cost is always an issue, but what about other concerns such as length of trip (two weeks or four weeks); what activities interest you (evangelism, medical assistance, orphan care, construction projects, feeding programs, etc)
2011 Year End is here!!   This has been a trying year in so many ways, which means it has also been a year of growth and relying on the provision of our Lord.  Hosanna is mindful of the prayers and financial support of those who appreciate our ministry activities.  We anticipate your support in 2012, which will be another challenging year.  May God honor our efforts.
